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date. They replied to this concession, by denying the accuraqy of the
mint-master's account, and insisted that the balance shewn by an
account lately received from Captain Rawlinson, the receiving officer at
Rangoon, was the correct one, which Major Barney of course refused.

January, 1832. Another long discussion occurred, in A?hich Major
Burney explained the difference between the Rangoon and Calcutta
accounts to be owing to too high an appraisement of the bullion by the
officer in Rangoon, and at length the ministers agreed to acknowledge
the Calcutta account, on condition of being allowed 10 months to pay^
it, promising to pay interest at the rate of one per cent, per month,
for all sums that might remain unpaid beyond that time.

These terms, as they would put an end to the dispute about the
valuation of the silver, Major Burney thought it best to accept, when
documents were drawn out, and the meeting broke up. Major Burney*s
Journal ought to be read, in order to see exactly what extraordinary
trouble it cost him, to settle this balance of the crore of rupees, which,
we claimed, but which the Burmese court disputed. The Burmese have
no regular monetary system, and no two pieces of their silver, one can
be sure, are of the same value. Our officers had been receiving1 the
Burmese bullion by inspection only, and without stipulating that its
real valuation should be settled by the out-turn at the Calcutta mint.
There was a difference against us of three lacks of rupees between the
valuation of our receiving officers and the out-turn at the Calcutta
mint, of the first instalment paid to us at Yandaboo, -and ->n the said
instalment, there was a difference in our favour of 1,70,000 rupees.
The treaty of Yandaboo did not specify whether the crore of rupees
should be paid in sicca or Madras rupees, which last were the currency
of the camp at the time that treaty was signed; and in the Burmese
version of the article, the crore was termed " 75,000 viss of good sil-
ver/' a very vague term, and one which enabled the Burmese ministers
to argue fairly, that their Yoicetme, or standard silver of the country
was called by them good, and that as they had paid us more than 75,000
viss of bullion of that standard, their debt ought to be considered as
liquidated. Major Burney had to explain, and argue, and prove to unwil-
ling ininda the correctness of the out-turn of the Burmese bullion at
the Calcutta mint, shewing that a crore of sicca rupees would not be
completed unless the 75,000 visa were paid in silver of the quality
termed Dain, which averages from seven to ten per cent, better than
Yowetnee. At length the court of Ava duly kept this their last
engagemert, and on the 27th October, 1832, they had not only com-
pleted the crore, but had overpaid 14,000 sicea rupees. During the
numerous and difficult discussions on this subject with the ministers,
Major Burney had repeatedly assured them, that any surplus over one
crore of sicca rapees would be refunded to them; and the fact of return-
ing euch surplus, unasked, will not only give weight to any future promise
made to them by the resident, but will teach them to rely with greater
confidence upon the upright and just policy of the Supreme Government.

4th March, 1839. Arrangements were made for preserving the
tranquillity of the Martaban frontier, and several minor objects settled.
To-day the Tshan Atwen Woon sounded Major Burney on the abo-
lition 01 the residency, proposing to substitute a 10-yearly embassy in
its stead, after the manner of the Chinese mission. His Majesty is
known to have suffered much anxiety &nd distress of mind at the con-
tinuance of the residency at the capital, and is particularly desirous for
its removal, considering it as the symbol of our supremacy and his.
diraace.